
  

German Trauma Society
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Unfallchirurgie 
e.V. (DGU)

History - Founding year:
The German Trauma Society, as it is called today, was founded on September 23, 1922 as “Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Unfallheilkunde” (i.e. German Society of Traumatology). Two of its founding fathers were Hans Liniger and Eberhard 
Kühne. After a largely passive era during the Second World War and another period between 1940 and 1950 during which 
the society was dormant, it was refounded in 1950 due to the initiative of Prof. Dr. Heinrich Bürkle.

Aims of the society:
The aim of the German Trauma Society is the comprehensive and sustained promotion of scienti�c, practical, vocational 
and interdisciplinary activities in the �eld of traumatology, especially in trauma surgery.  

We focus our e�orts on:
-	 Organisation of the annual “German Congress for Orthopaedics and Trauma Surgery”
-	 Promotion of vocational and advanced medical training
-	 Promotion and improvement of the treatment of severely injured patients
-	 Promotion of quality assurance programs in di�erent �elds of injured patients, especially in the �eld of severe injuries 

from the site of accident to the reintegration into working and social life by means of:
�� �t ���%�F�ö�O�J�U�J�P�O �P�G �T�U�B�O�E�B�S�E�T �G�P�S �U�I�F �N�F�E�J�D�B�M �F�E�V�D�B�U�J�P�O �B�O�E �U�I�F �B�E�W�B�O�D�F�E �U�S�B�J�O�J�O�H �	�U�S�B�J�O�J�O�H �D�P�V�S�T�F�T�
 �I�B�O�E�T���P�O �X�P�S�L�T�I�P�Q�T 

and interdisciplinary cooperation)
�� �t�� �1�S�F�D�M�J�O�J�D�B�M �B�O�E �D�M�J�O�J�D�B�M�
 �B�N�C�V�M�B�O�U �B�O�E �J�O���Q�B�U�J�F�O�U �U�S�F�B�U�N�F�O�U �P�G �B�D�D�J�E�F�O�U �W�J�D�U�J�N�T �P�O �B �I�J�H�I �M�F�W�F�M �P�G �J�O�U�F�S�E�J�T�D�J�Q�M�J�O�B�S�Z 

cooperation (DGU White Paper on the Structure, Equipment and Organisation of Trauma Treatment in Germany, 2006)
�� �t�� �&�Y�U�F�S�O�B�M �B�O�E �J�O�U�F�S�O�B�M �R�V�B�M�J�U�Z �B�T�T�V�S�B�O�D�F �U�I�S�P�V�H�I �U�I�F �G�P�V�O�E�B�U�J�P�O �P�G �B �U�S�B�V�N�B �O�F�U�X�P�S�L �J�O �(�F�S�N�B�O�Z �B�O�E �O�F�J�H�I�C�P�V�S�J�O�H 

�D�P�V�O�U�S�J�F�T�
 �B�D�S�P�T�T �O�B�U�J�P�O�B�M �C�P�V�O�E�B�S�J�F�T �C�Z �N�F�B�O�T �P�G �F�Y�U�F�S�O�B�M �D�F�S�U�J�ö�D�B�U�J�P�O �B�O�E �B�V�E�J�U�T �	�X�X�X���U�S�B�V�N�B�O�F�U�[�X�F�S�L���E�H�V���E�F�

-	 DGU Trauma Registry which is designed to mirror the quality of results – www.traumaregister-dgu.de –, including 

benchmarking processes and online data entry. The DGU Trauma Registry for the treatment of severely injured patients, 
ISS � 16, was founded in 1993. It contains and uses more than 120,000 patient records which form the basis for the 
optimisation of treatment processes

-	 Optimisation of patient safety through active involvement in the action coalition for patient safety, o�ering training 
courses and publishing treatment guidelines on ‘wrong side surgery’, ‘safe surgery according to WHO guidelines’ etc.

�� �t�� �)�B�O�E �0�W�F�S �5�F�B�N �5�S�B�J�O�J�O�H �	�)�0�5�5�
�o�T�I�P�D�L �S�P�P�N �U�S�B�J�O�J�O�H �G�P�S �Q�I�Z�T�J�D�J�B�O�T �B�O�E �O�V�S�T�J�O�H �T�U�B�ò
�� �t�� �1�S�F���)�P�T�Q�J�U�B�M �5�S�B�V�N�B �-�J�G�F �4�V�Q�Q�P�S�U �	�1�)�5�-�4�

-	 Development of medical guidelines since 1995
-	 Promotion of international cooperation through scholarships and joint care studies 

Development throughout the years:
In 2008, the German Society for Orthopaedics and Trauma was founded in cooperation between the German Trauma 
Society (DGU) and the German Society for Orthopaedics and Orthopedic Surgery (DGOOC). 
With this new corporate society, a professional representation for the newly established ‘specialist for orthopaedics and 
trauma surgery’ could be created. In contrast to the Anglo-American orthopaedic surgeon, this training also includes 
acute care surgery and emergency medicine.

Membership:
�	���
 �� �5�I�F �T�P�D�J�F�U�Z �D�P�O�T�J�T�U�T �P�G �G�V�M�M�
 �F�Y�U�S�B�P�S�E�J�O�B�S�Z�
 �J�O�U�F�S�O�B�U�J�P�O�B�M�
 �B�T�T�P�D�J�B�U�F�E �B�O�E �D�P�S�S�F�T�Q�P�O�E�J�O�H �N�F�N�C�F�S�T �B�T �X�F�M�M �B�T �I�P�O�P�S�B�S�Z 

members: 
(2) 	 Full members: all physicians specialising in or with a vocational interest in trauma surgery/traumatology can apply 

as full members. 
�	���
 �� �&�Y�U�S�B�P�S�E�J�O�B�S�Z �N�F�N�C�F�S�T�� �1�F�S�T�P�O�T �B�O�E �B�T�T�P�D�J�B�U�J�P�O�T �P�G �J�O�E�J�W�J�E�V�B�M�T�
 �P�U�I�F�S �U�I�B�O �Q�I�Z�T�J�D�J�B�O�T�
 �X�I�P �B�S�F �B�D�U�J�W�F�M�Z �J�O�W�P�M�W�F�E �J�O 

�U�I�F �ö�F�M�E �P�G �U�S�B�V�N�B�U�P�M�P�H�Z �P�S �T�I�B�S�F �B �T�D�J�F�O�U�J�ö�D �P�S �Q�S�B�D�U�J�D�B�M �J�O�U�F�S�F�T�U �J�O �U�I�J�T �ö�F�M�E�
 �D�B�O �B�Q�Q�M�Z �B�T �F�Y�U�S�B�P�S�E�J�O�B�S�Z �N�F�N�C�F�S�T�� 
(4) 	 International members: All physicians who are currently full members of a foreign scienti�c society for trauma 

surgery or traumatology, or another society whose tasks and objectives correspond to those of the German Trauma 
Society, can apply as international members. 

(5) 	 Associate members: All physicians who are currently full members of a German or international scienti�c society for 
trauma surgery or traumatology, or another society whose tasks and objectives correspond to those of the German 
Trauma Society, and who want to become member of only a section or working group of the German Trauma Society, 
can apply as associate members.

(6) 	 Corresponding members: All foreign physicians or scientists who will be honoured may be appointed as corresponding 
members.

Development of membership numbers:    1965: 1059    1990: 1501    2000: 2446    2010: 4105    2012: 4500    2017: 4860

Milestones:
1970 	Adoption of a new model ordinance for advanced training by the German Medical Assembly: Introduction of the 

surgical subdiscipline trauma surgery
1970 	Implementation of the �rst German Chair in Trauma Surgery at the Hannover Medical School
1989 	Adoption of the DGU “Memorandum on Trauma Surgery”: Call on political decision makers, faculties and medical 

associations in Germany to promote the structural development of trauma surgery in clinical practice and research
1990 	Reception and admission of GDR trauma surgeons
1992 Amendment of the model ordinance for advanced training by the German Medical Assembly: Implementation of 

the surgical emphasis ‘trauma surgery’
1992 Adoption of the DGU “Memorandum on Trauma Surgery”: Call on political decision makers, faculties and medical 

associations in Germany to promote the structural development of trauma surgery in clinical practice and research
1994 	Adoption of the DGU “Memorandum on the Status of Trauma Surgery in German Universities”
1997 	Adoption of the DGU “Structure Paper”: „Recommendations on the Structure, Organisation and Equipment of 

Preclinical and Clinical Treatment of Patients in Trauma Surgery Departments in Germany”
2003	Adoption of a new model ordinance for advanced training by the German Medical Assembly: 

Implementation of the new  “specialist for orthopaedics and trauma surgery “ and the 
	 additional quali�cations “special orthopaedics” and “special trauma surgery”
2006	Publication of the DGU “White Paper on the Treatment of Severely Injured Patients”: 

“Recommendations on the Structure, Organisation and Equipment of In-Patient Facilities for the 
Treatment of Severely Injured Patients in Germany”

Institutional member of the European
Society for Trauma & Emergency Surgery

2007 	Start of the implementation of the recommendations from the White Paper through the establishment of regional 
trauma networks

2008 	Foundation of the German Society for Orthopaedics and Trauma (DGOU)
2009 Implementing the German Trauma Network (TNW)
2012 Second revised and updated Edition of the “Whitebook Medical Care of the Severely Injured” (English version 

available); Guideline on Treatment of Patients with Severe and Multiple Injuries (English version available)
2013 	20 Year celebration of DGU Trauma Registry
2014 Inauguration of a geriatric trauma network
2016	Publication of the “S3-Guideline on treatment of patients with severe and multiple injuries”
2016	Inauguration of a 5-point plan of the German Trauma Society and the German Federal Armed Forces for medical 

treatment of the population in case of disasters terroristic events
2017	Cooperation agreement between the German Trauma Society and the Medical Services of the German Federal 

Armed Forces and establishment of the “Terror and Disaster Surgical Care (TDSC®) course”
2017	Implementation of the “Geriatric Trauma Registry (AltersTraumaRegister DGU®)”
2018	Amendment of the “White Paper on the Treatment of Severely Injured Patients” and the “White Paper on geriatric 

trauma”
2018	10th anniversary of the foundation of the German Society for Orthopaedics and Trauma (DGOU)

Other: ATLS® courses since 2003, DSTC courses since 2009, di�erent chapters of Specialisation – Concerning education, 
training courses and clinical studies including health care surveys – for Surgery of the Hand, Pelvic Surgery including a 
�Q�F�M�W�J�D �G�S�B�D�U�V�S�F �S�F�H�J�T�U�F�S �T�J�O�D�F ���������
 �4�Q�J�O�F �4�V�S�H�F�S�Z�
 �1�B�F�E�J�B�U�S�J�D �5�S�B�V�N�B �4�V�S�H�F�S�Z�
 �G�P�S �3�F�I�B�C�J�M�J�U�B�U�J�P�O �B�O�E �&�Y�Q�F�S�U�J�T�F �B�O�E �U�I�F 
care of severely injured patients including emergency prehospital care. 
Working groups for research and development of special �elds, such as: joint surgery, ultrasound, computerassisted surgery, 
tissue engineering, development of student training programs, foot and ankle surgery, trauma research, evaluation of 
the trauma network’s implementation in Germany, advice of young researchers in the �eld of basic medical and health 
care research.

Yearly reiterating activities:
At the core of the DGU’s activities is the “German Congress for Orthopaedics and Trauma Surgery” – www.dkou.de. With 
around 11,000 participants, it is one of the biggest of its kind.
The motto of this year’s congress will be: “Wir sind O&U (We are O&U)”. The congress will take place from October 23-26, 
2018 in Berlin. 
Congress Presidents will be DGU-President Prof. Dr. Joachim Windolf, DGOOC-President Prof. Dr. Werner Siebert and BVOU-
President Dr. Gerd Rauch.
�3�F�H�J�P�O�B�M �D�P�O�H�S�F�T�T�F�T �B�O�E �X�P�S�L�T�I�P�Q�T�� �B�Q�Q�S�P�Y�J�N�B�U�F�M�Z ���� �� �Z�F�B�S�� 

The DGU awards the following prizes and scholarships:
���� �)�B�O�T �-�J�O�J�H�F�S �1�S�J�[�F �	�Q�S�J�[�F �G�P�S �U�I�F �C�F�T�U �E�P�D�U�P�S�B�M �E�J�T�T�F�S�U�B�U�J�P�O�
�� �1�S�P�N�P�U�J�P�O �P�G �Z�P�V�O�H �B�D�B�E�F�N�J�D�T �G�P�S �F�Y�U�S�B�P�S�E�J�O�B�S�Z 

achievements in the �elds of traumatology, insurance medicine, the healthcare system and tra�c medicine or their 
�C�P�S�E�F�S �B�S�F�B�T�� �5�I�F �Q�S�J�[�F �J�T �X�P�S�U�I �����
������ �û��

���� �*�O�O�P�W�B�U�J�P�O �"�X�B�S�E�� �5�I�J�T �B�O�O�V�B�M �B�X�B�S�E �J�T �G�V�O�E�F�E �C�Z �U�I�F �D�P�N�Q�B�O�Z �%�F�1�V�Z�� �8�P�S�U�I �����
������ �û�� �&�M�J�H�J�C�M�F �U�P �B�Q�Q�M�Z �G�P�S �U�I�F �B�X�B�S�E 
are all works which deal with innovations in trauma surgery. 

���� �5�S�B�W�F�M �T�D�I�P�M�B�S�T�I�J�Q�� �5�I�J�T �T�D�I�P�M�B�S�T�I�J�Q �J�T �E�F�T�J�H�O�F�E �U�P �T�V�Q�Q�P�S�U �Z�P�V�O�H �B�D�B�E�F�N�J�D�T �J�O �U�I�F�J�S �W�J�T�J�U�T �U�P �D�M�J�O�J�D�B�M�M�Z �P�S �F�Y�Q�F�S�J�N�F�O�U�B�M�M�Z 
�T�J�H�O�J�ö�D�B�O�U �G�P�S�F�J�H�O �J�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�J�P�O�T��  �5�I�F �T�D�I�P�M�B�S�T�I�J�Q �J�T �X�P�S�U�I ���
������ �û��

-	 Doctoral Dissertation Award for the best Dissertation in Orthopedics and 
�5�S�B�V�N�B�
 �5�I�J�T �B�X�B�S�E �J�T �X�P�S�U�I ���
������ �û��

O�cial publication organ:
Orthopädie und Unfallchirurgie – Mitteilungen und Nachrichten (OUMN)
Der Unfallchirurg  (i.e. The Trauma Surgeon)
Zeitschrift für Orthopädie und Unfallchirurgie

Website: 
www.dgu-online.de
Congress: www.dkou.de

Institutional member delegate: 
Frank Hildebrand

DGU Praesidium 2017


