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Message from the President

Dear Members, Colleagues and Friends!

It is an immense privilege to serve as ESTES’s new President. Surgery is a lifelong 
learning experience. Treatments we consider standard of care today will change in 
the future. The best way to assure that we always provide the best possible care is 
to stay active in the scientific and educational process. With this in mind, I would 
like to give you my first thoughts for the upcoming year.

First, I would like to thank our past president, Abe Fingerhut, for his 
great achievements for our growing society. In particular, he has introduced 
in cooperation with many other distinguished members of our society a new 
course for training in Emergency Surgery (ESC), which has recently been held 
successfully in Istanbul. Furthermore, he has been starting to further develop 
ESTES by defining working rules in a White Paper, which will be continued 
by myself this year together with the proposal of some changes in the Bylaws. 
These tasks will make our young society more efficient and attractive for the 
future. You will be informed during the next months about those suggestions.

During the General Assembly in Milan, 29. 4. 2011, we have elected further 
officers of ESTES: Korhan Taviloglu, Istanbul, was unanimously elected as 
President-Elect, heading ESTES from May 2011 on. He has professionally 
served the society as general secretary the last years and has organized an 
outstanding congress in Turkey for ESTES in 2009. Furthermore, Pol Rommens 
was unanimously elected as general secretary. Pol Rommens was our past 
president and has simultaneously organized together with Stefaan Nijs another 
outstanding congress in Brussels last year. Thus, after the establishment 
of ESTES in 2007 under the Belgium law, our new general secretary will 
guarantee further stabilization including the improvement of the bylaws and 
running procedures during the next 3 years. The current board is depicted in 
this Newsletter. 

Furthermore, new active members have been engaged during the meetings 
of the sections of the society in Milan in April. This increasing activity in our 
dedicated sections and courses is a sign of a growing and important society and 
the start of a career within it. We will have the reports and future projects of our 
sections within the next 2 issues of ESTES-News.

Coming now to the very well received and marvelous 12th European Congress 
of Trauma and Emergency Surgery, perfectly organized by the congress president 
Mauro Zago together with his team, in particular Hayato Kurihara. With over 
1300 participants in an ideal meeting environment in the congress center in Milan, 
numerous presentations and posters were presented and intensively discussed. In 
addition successful pre-congress courses and business meetings were held and 
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Mauro Zago and his team deserve tremendous thanks for this major contribution 
for ESTES! You will find a detailed report in the next ESTES News.

The abstracts of the 12th ECTES congress in Milan are readily available at 
www.ejtes.springer.com, as online publication of the society’s Journal. The 
European Journal of Trauma and Emergency Surgery feels a strong support by the 
society visible by heavily increasing submissions of high-quality original papers. 
Please consider as well submission of your best work and referencing topic related 
articles of the EJTES in your academic publications. 

As the voice and the official journal of ESTES, the European Journal of Trauma 
and Emergency Surgery, exemplifies the Society’s research and educational 
objectives in its continuously improving “Review” and “Original” articles. By 
registering at the Society’s (www.estesonline.org) and the Journal’s (www.ejtes.
springer.com) homepages you will be kept updated with the latest news. 

It is already time now to invite you to the 13th European Congress for Trauma 
and Emergency Surgery (ECTES), which will be held in Basel, Switzerland on 
May 12-15, 2012. At that meeting ESTES will focus on a broad range of Trauma 
related topics under the title: Many Ways – One Goal! Dominik Heim and Reto 
Babst are very motivated and well in time to organize another big milestone in the 
society’s meetings. Please have regularly a look at www.estescongress2012.org.
While many aspects of trauma care, such as trauma systems, emergency surgery and 
trauma education and intra-hospital organization, vary in our members countries, 
ESTES strives to act as a single unifying voice focused on the delivery of high quality 
care in Europe and interested countries. With this in mind, ESTES is working on 
developing a Pan European Trauma Registry to standardize best practices in trauma 
care throughout Europe. Preparative work for this tremendous task has been done, in 
large parts, by members of ESTES, and you will be kept informed about the next steps. 

Concerning the ESTES and ESTES-endorsed courses, we will supply you with 
all information needed for selection of your specific needs. The courses intend 
to train surgeons in the field of general, visceral or skeletal trauma as well as 
for emergency surgery. Within the next ESTES-News, we will give a detailed 
overview on these possibilities. 

As you may have noticed, we hereby introduced a new format of ESTES com-
munication: the ESTES–News. This Newsletter will be mailed to all individual mem-
bers and the national member societies will be asked to further circulate the ESTES 
News to their members as well. In addition, you will find these news always at www.
estesonline.org as well as printed in the Society pages of the journal. Please feel free 
to submit interesting issues to our office in Vienna (office@estesonline.org) or myself. 

With best regards 

Prof. Dr. Ingo Marzi

President of ESTES 2011/12
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ESTES Board of Directors since May 1, 2011

ESTES Executive Board 2011 – 2012:

President  – Ingo Marzi  (Frankfurt, Germany)
Past President  – Abe Fingerhut (Poissy, France)
President Elect  – Korhan Taviloglu (Istanbul, Turkey)
Vice-President  – Vilmos Vécsei (Vienna, Austria)
General Secretary  – Pol Maria Rommens (Mainz, Germany)
Treasurer  –  Eric Voiglio (Lyon, France)

Editor-in-Chief (EJTES):

Editor-in-chief (EJTES) – Ingo Marzi (Frankfurt, Germany)

ESTES Section Chairs & Vice-chairs 2011 - 2012:

Disaster & Military Surgery –  Chair: Sten Lennquist (Söderköping, Sweden)
   Vice-chair: Fernando Turégano (Madrid, Spain)
Education – Chair: Boris Hreckovski (Slavonski Brod, Croatia)
    Vice-chair: Miriam Rüsseler  (Frankfurt, Germany)
Emergency Surgery – Chair: Hakan Yanar (Istanbul, Turkey)
   Vice-chair: Hayato Kurihara (Milan, Italy)
Skeletal Trauma & Sports Medicine – Chair: Hans-Jörg Oestern (Celle, Germany)
   Vice-chair: Dominik Heim  (Frutigen, Switzerland)
Visceral Trauma – Chair: Luke Leenen (Utrecht, The Netherlands)
   Vice-chair: Pantelis Vassiliu (Haidari, Greece)

ESTES Institutional Member Delegates:

ATLS – Pedro Moniz Pereira (Lisbon, Portugal)
Austrian Trauma Society – Richard Kdolsky (Vienna, Austria)
Belgian Trauma Society – Stefaan Nijs (Leuven, Belgium)
Croatia Pannonian Urgent Medicine Association  – Boris Hreckovski (Slavonski Brod, Croatia)
Croatian Trauma Society – Zelimir Korac (Karlovac, Croatia)
Czech Trauma Society – Peter Wendsche (Zidlochovice, Czech Republic)
Danish Orthopedic Trauma Society  – Henrik Grønborg (Copenhagen, Denmark)
Dutch Trauma Society – Roelf Breederveld (Beverwijk, The Netherlands)
Finnish Trauma Society – Mikko Kirjavainen (Helsinki, Finland)
French Emergency Surgery Society – Francois Pons (Clamart, France)
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German Trauma Society – Hartmut Siebert (Schwäbisch Hall, Germany)
Hellenic Society for Trauma & Emergency Surgery – Spiros Stergiopoulos (Athens, Greece)
Hungarian Trauma Society – Endre Varga (Szeged, Hungary)
Italian TES (SICUT) – Antonio Cennamo (Naples, Italy)
Portuguese (Lusitanian) Association of Trauma & 

Emergency Surgery  – Luis Filipe Pinheiro (Viseu, Portugal)
Romanian TES (SRCUT) – Mircea Beuran (Bucharest, Romania)
Serbian Trauma Society – Milorad B. Mitkovic (Nis, Serbia)
Slovakian Trauma Society – Peter Simko (Bratislava, Slovakia)
Slovenian Association of surgeons (SAS) – Radko Komadina (Celje, Slovenia)
Slovenian Society of Trauma Surgeons – Vladimir Senekovic (Ljubljana, Slovenia)
Spanish Surgeons Association-SSA  – Isidro Martínez (Barcelona, Spain)
Swedish Trauma Association – Fawzi al-Ayoubi (Linköping, Sweden)
Swiss Society of Trauma & 
Emergency Surgery (SGAUC) – Reto Babst (Luzern, Switzerland)
Swiss Trauma Society (SGTV) – Dominik Heim K(Frutigen, Switzerland)
Turkish Association for Trauma & Emergency Surgery – Hakan Yanar (Istanbul, Turkey)
Turkish Society of Orthopaedics & Traumatology – Güvenir Okçu (Manisa, Turkey)
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Announcements
The Ralf Loddenkemper Foundation three yearly awards a prize for prospective multicenter studies as well as for experi-
mental basic research in the field of paediatric traumatology. The prize money amounts a maximum of 150,000 Swiss 
francs. The studies should focus on one of the following basic topics of paediatric traumatology:

• Paediatric polytrauma (Diagnostics, therapy of posttraumatic syndrome) 
•  Posttraumatic behaviour of the growing locomotor system (Bone and soft tissues)
• Prevention of posttraumatic complications

The following conditions apply:

• The studies can be submitted in German or English language 
•  Theoretical and clinical (published) pilot studies are desirable but not a precondition 
• Approval of the local ethical committee
•  Clinical studies must have a multicenter-prospective design. Published pilot studies can be retrospective
•  A detailed budget and business plan needs to be submitted with the research protocol
•  The board of foundation decides whether the full prize money or only a part of it is assigned
•  The awarded full sum is paid in parts according to the fulfilment of defined study milestones
•  In case of failure of timely submission of progress reports, the remaining sum forfeits.

The study protocols (5 copies) need to be submitted until December 31st 2011 latest for the period of 2012 to 2015 to Prof Dr. 
med. Carol Claudius Hasler, head of the jury:

Prof. Dr. med. Carol Claudius Hasler, Head Orthopaedic Department, University Children’s Hospital Basel, Spitalstrasse 33, 
CH-4031 Basel
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United European Gastroenterology Federation (UEGF)
European Association for Endoscopic Surgery (EAES)

European Society for Trauma and Emergency Surgery (ESTES)
Section for Surgical Research Graz

in cooperation with
International Association for the Surgery of Trauma and Surgical Intensive Care (IATSIC)

DSTC-Course

Visceral & Gastrointestinal Trauma Workshop
September 26–27, 2011
The symposium provides an ideal mix of the traditional standard-of-care principles with cutting edge and forward-moving 
practices. It explores issues related to resuscitation and surgical technique. The workshop runs theory in the morning sessions 
and “hands-on” sessions in the afternoon. It provides in-depth and cutting-edge information in the field of visceral injuries. 
Course director: Prof. Dr. S. Uranues
Course language: German and English (no simultaneous translation)
Course location: Department of Surgery, Auenbruggerplatz 29, 8036 Graz, Austria
Registration fee: € 850.-, for members of ESTES, EAES and IATSIC € 775.-
Registration: e-mail: Mrs. Irmgard Praßl i.prassl@medunigraz.at, Fax: +43 (0) 316 385 16845
Information: www.surgicalresearch.at
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